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(54) System for welding blister type containers and similar 



(57) The purpose of the system is to permit the em- 
ployment of ultrasonic welding over extensive working 
areas, like for example the simultaneous sealing of a 
considerable number of containers set out in said area, 
with uniformity of sealing over the entire surface thereof, 



regardless of its size. To this end said system is based 
on the use of a battery of sonotrodes (1) pertaining to 
ultrasonic units functionally independent from each oth- 
er, battery in which said sonotrodes are arranged form- 
ing a mosaic in which they are considerably close to 
each other, being separated by very reduced spaces (2). 



CM 
< 



o 




CL 
ID 



Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR) 



EP1 110 701 A2 



Description 

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION 

[0001 ] The present invention relates to a new system 
of welding within the sphere of blister type containers 
and similar, which permits the use of ultrasonic tech- 
niques in wide area welding, as for example where the 
required productivity requires in turn the simultaneous 
sealing of a considerable number of containers, in each 
work cycle. 

[0002] Constituting the object of the invention, in ad- 
dition to the sealing by ultrasonic means, is achieving a 
continuous production, a saving in raw materials and la- 
bour, and the employment of different types of material 
in the forming of the container, fundamentally ecological 
materials, and a cleaner join or weld, without releasing 
monomers into the product contained, which make said 
system specially apt in the pharmaceutical and foodstuff 
industrial sectors. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] The manufacture and distribution of merchan- 
dise for consumption make It increasingly necessary to 
present the products in quality blister type containers, 
transparent, hermetic, attractive and ecological. Such 
merchandise must be produced and packed with maxi- 
mum speed and autonomy in order to satisfy a market 
which is increasingly competitive and demanding. 
[0004] For the sealing of these blister type containers, 
two systems are employed at the present time, one ther- 
mal and the other by high-frequency application. 
[0005] The thermal system proves expensive through 
the need to apply a heat-sealing lacquer on one of the 
layers to be joined, and additionally gives a poor quality 
appearance or finish which Is frequently made worse by 
the curling of the container as a result of the heat, to 
which must be added the need to use broad welding lips 
in order to ensure the join. 

[0006] The high-frequency welding system over- 
comes the problems of the preceding system but, how- 
ever, by its very nature, is limited to a low production, of 
around three to four hundred cycles per hour, and this 
being in two independent processes, since It is first nec- 
essary to shape plastic sheet by heat, thermoforming, 
and next in another machine, the thermoformed layer 
has to be assembled with the other layer part of the blis- 
ter, that commonly termed the lid. 
[0007] In a more specific manner, in high-frequency 
welding systems the join can be made between two 
piece parts of the same or similar nature, that is, based 
on piece parts of a same plastic or of two similar plastics, 
the welding being done by the effect of heat and pres- 
sure. The joined surfaces also termed welded joins must 
be brought to a thermoplastic state, that is, a state of 
fusion, in order that the weld can be implemented. 
Thereafter the surfaces are pressed together and the 
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join is allowed to cool until it acquires a stable condition. 
A further drawback of employing the high frequency 
process lies in the possibility of sterility being produced 
in the personnel working the machine. 

5 [0008] On the other hand, in ultrasonic welding, the 
material fuses through the effect of internal friction. To 
achieve this, advantage is taken of the damping capac- 
ity of plastics. More specifically, a high frequency me- 
chanical oscillation is produced by means of a sono- 

10 trode, that is by means of an acoustic vibrator. This vi- 
bration is transmitted through the piece part to the anvil, 
where it is reflected and a standing wave is set up. 
[0009] At the present time however, ultrasonic weld- 
ing is not applied to the sealing of blister type containers 

'5 when an extensive welding area or surface is required, 
the reason being that the equipment that has to be used 
rises exponentially In price with the increase in welded 
area. More specifically, the greater the power in the 
equipment, the greaterthe amplitude obtained in the vi- 

20 brations, but at a very high cost and with poor uniformity, 
since the applied power is concentrated fundamentally 
in the centre point of the sonotrode, diminishing progres- 
sively towards the perimeter, where the result proves 
unacceptable. 

25 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0010] The welding system proposed by the inven- 
tion, based on the use of ultrasonic welding, overcomes 
30 the problems outlined above in a fully satisfactory man- 
ner. 

[001 1 ] To this end and in a more specific manner, said 
system is based on the use of a plurality of ultrasonic 
welding units, independent from each other and spaced 

35 at reduced distances from each other, forming a mosaic, 
so that it is only necessary to use the appropriate 
number of units in order to carry out, in a single opera- 
tional machine, the closing or sealing of a plurality of 
containers that cover any surface area, as large as is 

40 required, by means of the pertinent lids. The system also 
provides for the inclusion between the battery of sono- 
trodes and lids, of a Teflon sheet or similar. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

45 

[0012] In order to complete the description being 
made and to assist in a better understanding of the char- 
acteristics of the invention, in accordance with a pre- 
ferred example of practical embodiment thereof, said 
so description is accompanied by a set of drawings forming 
an integral part thereof, in which, by way of illustration 
and not restrictrvery, the following is shown: 

Figure 1 .- Shows, schematically, in a top view, a plu- 
55 rality of son otr odes belonging to respective inde- 
pendent ultrasonic welding units, distributed ac- 
cording the welding system proposed by the inven- 
tion. 
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Figure 2.- Shows a side elevation, partially in detail 
and in cross section, of the assembly represented 
in the preceding figure on the cutting line A-B of said 
figure. 

Figure 3.- Is a view similar to that of figure 2, show- 
ing a variant in implementation. 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION 

[0013] In the light of these figures and more specifi- 
cally figure 1 f it can be seen how the welding system put 
forward is based on the use of a battery of sonotrodes 
(1), functionally independent from each other, that is, be- 
longing to respective ultrasonic welding units, distribut- 
ed in a grid pattern, forming a mosaic, substantially 
close to each other, that is, defining very reduced sep- 
arations (2). 

[0014] This battery of sonotrodes (1) shall act on a 
welding mould (3), in which are defined recesses (4) for 
the body (5) of the respective container elements of the 
product (6) in question, body which is complemented 
with the traditional lid (7) that is attached to the body (5) 
by means of a perimeter strip for sealing (8), in absence 
of the traditional lacquer, the recesses (4) mentioned 
having at the level of their mouth, grooves (9) to facilitate 
the join or union between the body (5) and the lid (7). 
[001 5] Between the battery of sonotrodes (1 ) and the 
lid (7) is inserted a damping layer (1 0) which attenuates 
the destructive and splinter-provoking friction which can 
result from the direct contact between the sonotrode (1 ) 
and the welding mould (3). 

[001 6] This welding system offers a number of advan- 
tages which are centred essentially on the following fea- 
tures: 

It is possible to weld to the layer constituting the 
body (5), a lid (7), both obtained from a film which 
can be as thin as the container safety permits, which 
is not possible with the high frequency welding sys- 
tem, since it necessarily requires the use of layers 
of thickness greater than 60 microns, while ft is 
more economical in the consumption of adhesives 
in comparison with the heat-sealing process. 
It permits continuous production, at a rhythm of up 
to 1200 cycles per hour, noticeably higher than that 
of 400 cycles per hour that can, at maximum, be 
reached with the high frequency welding systems, 
and also permit full automation of the process. 
It permits the welding of two or more synthetic fab- 
rics or layers to each other, and specifically permits 
the welding of polystyrene layers to each other 
which, up to the present time, is not feasible with 
any conventional sealing system. This brings with 
it the substitution of the traditional PVC, with the 
subsequent repercussion from an ecological view- 
point In a general way, it is possible to join to each 
other the majority of thermoplastic layers existing 
on the market, as well as foam-type materials and 



synthetic fabrics. It also permits the joining of ma- 
terials of different kinds. 

Ultrasonic welding permits cleaners joins than 
those achieved with the thermoplastic heating tech- 
5 niques used at present, since there is no release of 
monomers into the product or contents, which 
makes this system specially suited and recom- 
mendable for the manufacture of blisters in the 
pharmaceutical and foodstuffs industries. 

10 

[0017] In the example shown in figure 3, use is made 
of the same reference numbers as in figure 2 for indi- 
cating the same elements or components. 
[0018] In this case the battery of sonotrodes (1 ) and 

is the welding mould (3) have their position reversed, with 
respect to that illustrated in figure 2. This arrangement 
is useful, for example, forthe packaging of small articles, 
such as promotional items that are delivered along with 
the article being promoted, like for example magazines 

20 with which a ballpoint pen or the like is included. In these 
cases the system of the invention permits a considera- 
ble saving with regard to material, by using only the por- 
tion of the layer necessary to cover the article. 
[0019] The join for this type of package is made with 

25 a thermoadhesive plastic film or layer (5) and a light 
cardboard sheet (7), that could be part of the article be- 
ing promoted. 

[0020] The promotional article (6) is placed on top of 
the light cardboard sheet (7) and, on top of this, is placed 

30 the thermoplastic layer (5) that covers the promotional 
article, adapting to the shape of the latter because of its 
elasticity. In this way it is not necessary to shape the 
layer (5) by heating beforehand and this operation is 
made simpler by inverting the system, so that the pro- 

35 motional article (6) and the thermoadhesive layer (5) are 
positioned by gravity. 

[0021] For cutting the thermoadhesive layer, a tem- 
plate is provided which reproduces the outline of the 
mould and is fitted with an incandescent element or Til— 

40 ament(11). 

[0022] To prevent ft from cutting or burning the light 
cardboard (7), a Teflon or similar sheet (10) is incorpo- 
rated, mounted between the light cardboard sheet (7) 
and the thermoadhesive layer (5). Said Teflon sheet (1 0) 

45 is evacuated centrally, coinciding approximately with the 
external contour of the mould so that it does not interfere 
in the welding sector. 

[0023] The procedure of the invention is specially ap- 
plicable to the packing of articles for consumption , small 
50 in size, and it is possible to effect a retraction, of shrink- 
ing of the layer over one or various independent articles. 
It is also possible to perform partial shrinking of the layer 
by stretching the film over cardboard, and joining it to 
this. 

55 [0024] The processes of shaping, welding and cutting 
are practically simultaneous and done in cold at a single 
work station and occupy an extremely short space of 
time, permitting a packaging speed to be achieved that 
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is much higher than that reached with a traditional ther- 
mo-welding machine. Moreover, the welding mould acts 
at the same time as a stamping mould. 
[0025] By working simultaneously with both articles 
separated from each other, situated on the same piece s 
of cardboard or item to be promoted, a saving in man- 
power is achieved and, consequently, productivity is en- 
hanced. 

[0026] Furthermore, by avoiding thermoforming, a 
saving in power consumption is achieved. 10 



Claims 

1 . Welding system for blister type containers and sim- is 
ilar, which is specially designed for welding exten- 
sive areas, specifically for the simultaneous sealing 

of a considerable number of containers (5) by 
means of lids (7) in a single operational cycle, per- 
mitting the use of ultrasonics and having perfect uni- 20 
formity over the entire sealing area, is characterised 
in that it comprises the use of a battery of sono- 
trodes or acoustic vibrators (1 ), pertaining to ultra- 
sonic machines functionally independent from each 
other, said sonotrodes forming a mosaic in which 25 
said sonotrodes are kept independent from each 
other by reduced spaces (2). 

2. System according to claim 1 , characterised in that 

a sheet of Teflon or similar (1 0) is placed between 30 
the battery of sonotrodes (1 ) and the lids (7). 
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